5.01S - Conference chit-chat - Exchanging opinions

 
Objectives:- to be able to participate in conversations at conferences (trade fairs) and make contacts

NB: the conference referred to here is a trade fair, one that you actually go to, host or attend, not a video or telephone conference where it's simply a conversation.
 
 Conferences
· Do you ever go to conferences? Do you think they are useful? Why/Why not?

· Are they the best form of networking? Where would you like to go for a week-long conference, if you could choose?

Conversation
· Which of the following topics are suitable/unsuitable for small talk in a conference:

the conference / the weather / fashion / politics / technology / war / immigration / travelling / the economy / last night / food / sex / money / sport / health / holidays

First Impressions
· When you first meet people, what gives you a good/bad first impression? Think about the following:

     clothes, voice, handshake, manner, laugh, sense of humour, cleanliness/personal hygiene
Role Play  

Role A -Student

You are at a conference in Edinburgh and you see a representative from a very important potential client. You think you met last year at a conference in Madrid:
Make small talk and try to find areas they are interested in. Try to arrange some kind of meeting this week so you can discuss a joint venture idea you have.
Start the conversation with "Hi, good morning. Haven't we met somewhere before?"

 

Role B - Trainer

You are at a conference in Edinburgh and someone approaches you. You recognise them from a conference in Barcelona last summer. Normally you don't like small talk so show no interest in discussing anything except the subjects below:

Conference: You haven't enjoyed the conference - very dull speakers.

Weather: The weather has been surprisingly good.

Food: You think the food has been terrible.

Travelling: You love travelling to conferences normally but probably won't attend any more seminars this year as you are having a baby next month. You are leaving in 2 days and flying home.

Sport: You love sport and you are going to play golf all day tomorrow. You don't mind if they accompany you.

