5.05G - The Past Continuous

 
Objectives: to be able to talk about interrupted actions in the past

Trainer Notes

 


1. Use the Past Continuous to indicate that a longer action in the past was interrupted. The interruption is usually a shorter action in the Simple Past. Remember this can be a real interruption or just an interruption in time.

Examples:
· I was writing an agenda when she called.

· A: What were you doing when you broke your leg?
B: I was snowboarding.

 

2. You can also use a specific time as an interruption.

Examples:
· Last night at 6 pm, I was finishing some work.

· At midnight, we were still driving through the desert.

 

3. When you use the Past Continuous with two actions in the same sentence, it expresses the idea that both actions were happening at the same time. The actions are parallel.

Examples:
· I was travelling while he was planning the budget.

· Were you listening while he was talking?

 

Construction: was/were + present participle.
Multiple Choice
1. In the following exercises choose the correct form to complete these sentences with the past continuous when necessary.

When I called Mike, he ________.

a) is eating [image: image1.wmf]b) ate [image: image2.wmf]c) was eating [image: image3.wmf]
2. When ________ to bed last night?

a) are you going[image: image4.wmf]b) did you go [image: image5.wmf]c) were you going[image: image6.wmf]
3. While Max was eating pizza, his wife ________ in the door.

a) is walking [image: image7.wmf]b )walked[image: image8.wmf]c) was walking[image: image9.wmf]
4. I ________ a VW Beetle when I was a student.

a) am having [image: image10.wmf]b) had[image: image11.wmf]c) was having[image: image12.wmf]
5. While I was doing my agenda setting, I ________ two glasses of water.

a) am drinking[image: image13.wmf]b) was drinking[image: image14.wmf]c) drank[image: image15.wmf]
6. Max was robbed last night. While he ________, a burglar ________ his house.

a) slept / is breaking into [image: image16.wmf]b) was sleeping / broke into[image: image17.wmf]c) is sleeping / was breaking into[image: image18.wmf]
7. When the power went out last evening, we ________ a presentation.

a) are watching[image: image19.wmf]b) watched[image: image20.wmf]c) were watching[image: image21.wmf]
View Correct Answer

 HYPERLINK "javascript:void(0);" View Student Answer
8. They ________ tennis when it began to rain.

a) was playing [image: image22.wmf]b) had played [image: image23.wmf]c)were playing[image: image24.wmf]
10. While Max ________ home from the store, he ________ twenty dollars.

a)  is walking / was finding[image: image25.wmf]b) was walking / found [image: image26.wmf]  c) walked / had found[image: image27.wmf]
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