9.14G - The right preposition!

Objectives: to explore non-phrasal verbs followed by a preposition

Trainer Notes

 


General rules
 

‘About' usually means ‘concerning a particular subject'.

· I asked about prices and had a rather nasty shock at the inflated sums bandied about.

· I enquired about dates and was given various options.

 

Nowadays it is ‘in' to be seen to care about the environment!

· ‘In' referring to fashionable, trendy, cool.

 

To ask for vs. to ask after
(to put a question to; inquire of vs enquire about someone's health, how life is going)

· I asked for a raise and was told that until I raised my game, there would certainly be no mention of an increase in salary.

· I asked after his health, only to be told that it was an uphill struggle.

 

To know of vs. know about
· Everyone knew of his fondness for a quick nap after dinner.

· What do you know about jingoism? I haven't the faintest!

 

To talk on and agree on
· They still couldn't agree on what she was to talk on in spite of having spent 5 hours batting ideas around.

 

To argue, agree with
· I was so vexed by the whole mess; I ended up arguing with him to an audience of visiting colleagues!

· I agree with you up to a point. However, I would like to point out various discrepancies that have come to our attention recently.

Multiple Choice

Choosing the correct preposition (in, about, for, to, etc.) after a verb is simply a matter of memorizing (and practicing) which prepositions accompany a specific verb. In the following sentences, choose the appropriate preposition that completes the sentence:

1) I am very grateful ________ you.    b
a) with [image: image1.wmf]b )to [image: image2.wmf]c) for [image: image3.wmf]
2) I hope you are familiar ________ this subject.   a
a) with  [image: image4.wmf]b) in  [image: image5.wmf] c) to  [image: image6.wmf]
3) He is accustomed ________ his professor.  a
a) to  [image: image7.wmf]b) with [image: image8.wmf]c) of [image: image9.wmf]
4) That student always disagrees ________ me.   c
a) to [image: image10.wmf]b) for [image: image11.wmf]c) with [image: image12.wmf]
5) I assume that you are acquainted ________ this subject since you are responsible ________ writing the accompanying materials.  a
a) with /for [image: image13.wmf]b) in / for[image: image14.wmf]c )to / to [image: image15.wmf]
6) Our school is associated ________ that organization.   c
a) in [image: image16.wmf]b) to [image: image17.wmf]c) with [image: image18.wmf]
7) It is difficult to contribute ________ this fund when we are not committed ________ its mission.  b
a) in / to [image: image19.wmf]b) to / to  [image: image20.wmf]c) with / in [image: image21.wmf]
8) We have been very satisfied ________ his results.  c
a) for [image: image22.wmf]b) to [image: image23.wmf]c) with [image: image24.wmf]
9) The teacher was upset ________ the student's behaviour.  a
a) with [image: image25.wmf]b) for [image: image26.wmf]c) of [image: image27.wmf]
10) I am interested ________ your analysis.   b
a) with [image: image28.wmf]b) in [image: image29.wmf]c) to [image: image30.wmf]
11) We all object ________ the use of this money for personal purposes.  b
a) for [image: image31.wmf]b) to [image: image32.wmf]c) with [image: image33.wmf]
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12) I apologize ________ our mistake.  c
a) to [image: image34.wmf] b) in [image: image35.wmf]c) for [image: image36.wmf]
13) We do not approve ________ such trivial questions and are not willing to take responsibility ________ them.  b
a) to / with [image: image37.wmf]b) of / for [image: image38.wmf]c) in / of [image: image39.wmf]
14) Now that we are finished ________ the hard subjects, we look forward ________ next year.   a
a) with / to [image: image40.wmf]b) to / in [image: image41.wmf] c) of / for [image: image42.wmf]
15) Our lab is equipped ________ the latest state-of-the-art computers.  a
a) with [image: image43.wmf] b) to [image: image44.wmf]c) of [image: image45.wmf]
 
16) The product is made ________ pure gold.   c
a) with[image: image46.wmf]b) to [image: image47.wmf] c) of [image: image48.wmf]
17) Never become involved ________ a questionable deal.   a
a) in [image: image49.wmf] b) to [image: image50.wmf] c) with [image: image51.wmf]
18) It is important that we coordinate our efforts ________ each other.   a
a) with [image: image52.wmf]b) of [image: image53.wmf]c) to [image: image54.wmf]
19) We are not limited ________ our approach.  b
a) to [image: image55.wmf]b) in [image: image56.wmf]c) for [image: image57.wmf]
20) I hope you succeed ________ this research.  a or b
a) in [image: image58.wmf]

b) with [image: image59.wmf]

c) to [image: image60.wmf]
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