9.14S - Sarcasm or honesty?

Objectives: to try to master the art of sarcasm

 


PREPARATION ACTIVITY:
Remember to judge when and with whom to be sarcastic - you can offend people with inappropriate use of this language.

 

Some common examples of sarcasm:
 
After something bad or annoying happens: Oh terrific / great / brilliant! That's just what I need. 
After something unsurprising happens: Well what a surprise! 
After somebody makes a mistake: Oh nice one! Oh well done!
After someone says something obvious: No?! Really? You're quick / clever!
 

The language of sarcasm
There are no fixed rules about what language to use when being sarcastic, but the following features are quite common (be careful: this language is used when people aren't being sarcastic too!):

 

Tag questions: Of course, you're the real expert at driving, aren't you?
'Yes' ... 'because': You can use this to disagree or argue with someone by seeming to agree:

A: Slow down! You're driving too fast!
B: Yeah right, 'cause you never drive too fast, do you? 
'I forgot':
A: Slow down! You're driving too fast! 
B: Sorry, I forgot you were the expert driver! How many times have you crashed in the last year?
 
'If' ... 'must':
Well if you read it on the Internet it must be true!
 
Make it clear that you are being sarcastic 
It's really important that your conversation partner realises that you are being sarcastic. Here are a couple of ways of doing this:

Exaggerate your feelings using strong words and a lively intonation. So if something bad happens, try saying:

Great! That's just what we need!
 

EXERCISE 1
Practice stress and intonation to identify sarcasm.

Your teacher will play part A. You should reply (B) practicing using intonation and word stress.

 

1. On the bus: A heavy lady wearing pointed high-heeled shoes steps on your feet...
A - Sorry, did that hurt?

B - No, not at all, I'm on local anesthesia. Why don't you try again?

 2. At a restaurant: You ask the waiter...
A- Is the "Mushroom soup" good?

B- No, it's terrible and made of adulterated cement. We occasionally also spit in it.

 

3. At a family get-together: When some distant aunt meets you after years ...
A: You've become so big.

B: Well you haven't particularly shrunk yourself.

 

4. When a friend announces her wedding, and you ask...
A - Is the guy you're marrying a good man?

B- No, he's a miserable wife-beating, insensitive lout...it's just the money.

 

5. When you see a friend/colleague with evidently shorter hair...
A:- Hey have you had a haircut?

B:- No, its autumn and I'm shedding...

 

EXERCISE 2
Your teacher will say a statement. For each statement choose an appropriate sarcastic response from the list below, (or one of your own!)

a. Oh what a surprise. How much do you need?

b. Oh yes, I forgot you were the English grammar expert.

c. Oh well done! Let me have a look at it.

d. Well if you heard it from Susie it must be true.

e. Gosh you're quick. They've been dating for months.

f. Wow, what a fantastic deal.

g. Oh brilliant. So much for tennis this afternoon!

h. Yeah great, I can't think of anything better!

i. You don't say!

 

Discussion
· What other ways can you be sarcastic?

· Can you think of any more 'obvious' or 'silly' questions that people ask?

· Are there any questions or answers that you use to offer sarcasm?

· Is sarcasm an acceptable form of communication?

· Does sarcasm show intelligence in a quick witted response, or bad manners?

