9.15G - Where did I put my adverb?

 
Objectives: to get a comprehensive of the positioning and use of adverbs

Trainer Notes

 


The following table gives examples of six different types of adverb which can be used to modify verbs.

	Adverbs of Frequency
	Adverbs of Manner
	Adverbs of Location
	Adverbs of Time
	Connecting Adverbs
	Negative Adverbs

	always
	carefully
	ahead
	again
	also
	barely

	ever
	correctly
	back
	early
	consequently
	hardly

	frequently
	eagerly
	forward
	late
	furthermore
	little

	generally
	easily
	here
	now
	hence
	never

	never
	fast
	high
	sometime
	however
	not

	often
	loudly
	low
	then
	moreover
	nowhere

	rarely
	patiently
	near
	today
	nevertheless
	rarely

	seldom
	quickly
	outside
	tomorrow
	otherwise
	scarcely

	sometimes
	quietly
	somewhere
	tonight
	therefore
	seldom

	usually
	well
	there
	yesterday
	thus
	 


 

a. Adverbs of frequency
An adverb which modifies a verb may occupy one of three main positions in a clause. These positions may be referred to as the beginning position, the middle position, and the end position. Adverbs of frequency may occupy any of these positions. In the following examples, the adverbs of frequency are printed in bold type.

An adverb in the beginning position is located at the beginning of a clause. For example:

Often the wind blows less strongly at night.

In this example, the adverb of frequency often is located at the beginning of the clause.

Most adverbs can occupy the beginning position in a clause. The use of this position tends to emphasize the adverb.

An adverb in the end position occurs after an intransitive verb, or after the direct object of a transitive verb.

e.g. He speaks seldom.

I visit her frequently.

Usually only one adverb at a time can occupy the beginning position or the middle position in a clause. However, more than one adverb at a time can occupy the end position in a clause.

 

When more than one adverb occurs in the end position, the different types of adverb are usually placed in a certain order. For instance, in the end position, adverbs of frequency usually follow adverbs of manner and adverbs of location, and precede adverbs of time and adverbs of purpose.
 
Adverbs of frequency which consist of single words most often occupy the middle position of a clause. The location of adverbs in the middle position varies depending on the type of verb used. Adverbs in the middle position occupy the locations indicated below:

1) They follow the Simple Present and Simple Past of the verb to be.

2) They precede the Simple Present and Simple Past of verbs other than the verb to be.

3) They follow the first auxiliary, in tenses which have auxiliaries.

4) They precede the first auxiliary, or the Simple Present or Simple Past of the verb to be, in short answers.

 

The following examples illustrate the use of adverbs of frequency in the middle position of a clause. The relevant verbs are underlined.

1) We are always on time.

2) He rarely makes a mistake.

3) I have often wondered about that.

4) Have you seen this movie before? No, I never have.

In the preceding examples, always follows are, the Simple Present of the verb to be; rarely precedes makes, the Simple Present of a verb other than the verb to be; often follows the first auxiliary have of the verb have wondered; and never precedes the auxiliary have in the short answer I never have.

 

In negative statements, and negative questions with not, adverbs in the middle position of a clause usually follow the word not.

e.g. Negative Statement: They do not often miss the bus.

Question with Not: Does he not usually know the answers?

In these examples, the adverbs often and usually follow the word not.

 

In affirmative questions, and negative questions with n't, adverbs in the middle position of a clause usually follow the subject of the clause. In the following examples, the subjects are underlined.

e.g. Affirmative Question: Is it always this cold in February?

Question with n't: Doesn't he usually know the answers?

In the first example, the adverb always follows the subject it. In the second example, the adverb usually follows the subject he.

 

It should be noted that the adverbs daily, weekly, monthly, yearly and annually usually do not occupy the middle position of a clause.

Verbs may be modified not only by single-word adverbs, but also by adverb phrases and clauses. Like adverbs of frequency, adverb phrases and clauses of frequency answer the question How often?
 

Adverb phrases and clauses of frequency usually occupy either the beginning or end position of a clause.

e.g. Once in a while, I like to try something new.

We visited the museum as often as we could.

In the first example, the adverb phrase of frequency once in a while occupies the beginning position of the clause I like to try something new. In the second example, the adverb clause of frequency as often as we could occupies the end position of the clause We visited the museum.

 

It should be noted that except in the case of commonly used adverbs such as now, then, today, tomorrow, sometimes, usually, maybe and perhaps, adverbs and adverb phrases at the beginning of a clause must usually be followed by commas. In the following examples, the commas are underlined.

e.g. Unfortunately, it began to rain.

As often as possible, we went outside for a walk.
Ordering - put the adverb in the best position in the sentence:

Question 1 

	I

	always

	had

	the ocean.

	wanted to see


	

	

	

	

	


Question 2 

	.

	 do

	 frequently

	 They


	

	

	

	


Question 3 
	very friendly.

	 She

	 usually

	is


	

	

	

	


Question 4 

	have

	seldom

	the opportunity

	They

	to travel.


	

	

	

	

	


Question 5:

	I

	in the mornings.

	 at home

	 generally

	am


	

	

	

	

	


Question 6 -  
	.

	 always

	 He

	has


	

	

	

	


Question 7 -
	free transportation

	 frequently

	 given

	 to the school.

	 We

	 were


	 

	 

	 

	  

	 

	 


Question 8 - 
	Birds

	often

	return

	to build their nests.

	to the place

	where they were born


	

	

	

	

	

	


Question 9:

	Albatrosses

	 are

	to shore.

	seldom

	seen close


	

	

	

	

	


Question 10 
	.

	 never

	 We

	would


	 

	 

	 

	 


Question 11 

	follow

	rarely

	the news.

	They


	

	

	

	


 Question 12 

	is

	 Maple wood

	 used to make

	 violins.

	sometimes


	

	

	

	

	


