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Qverview of the three conditionals

This is a theoretical introduction of the conditionals. In this unit, we will
only dwell on one of the conditionals: the present or 2™ conditional.
However, the following story about the beggar helps students fo
remember the three forms of the conditional. But first, some preliminaries:

Many books and teachers speak of the first, second, and third conditional:

First conditional: If | have enough money, 'l go.
Second conditional:  If | had enough money, I'd go.
Third conditional: If | had had enough money, | would’ve gone.

Spanish leamers sometimes get confused trying to remember which is the
first conditional, the second, etc.

Usually it's simpler if the three are termed as the future conditional, the
present conditional, and the past conditional.

Here is a story you can tell your students that will help them to clarify the
difference:

Teacher: Let's say that I'm a person who likes to give money to
beggars. It makes me feel that | am doing something good for
someone and | feel goad at the same time.

Let's say, then, that after this class | leave the office and start
walking along the street. About 30 meters ahead, | see a
beggar. | say to myself: “Ah ha! ... a chance to do a good
deed.” | start searching my pockets for a coin, saying to
myself: .

> 1) IfIhave a coin, Il give it to the beggar.

At this point, write the sentence on the board, titling it
“Future Conditional”, restating it orally as folfows: I don’t
know if | have a coin, but, if | have one, | will give it to
the beggar, that is, in the immediate future.

If + present tense + future tense
| continue walking toward the beggar, searching every pocket.
Finally, when | reach the beggar, | realize that | don't have a
coin. | look at the beggar and apologize: .

“m sorry, Mr. Beggar, I don’t have a coin... but

> 2) Iflhad acoin, 'd give it to you.

Write this sentence on the board, below the previous
one, itling it “Present Conditional”, restafing it orally as
follows: | don't have a coin right now, at the present
time, but, if | had one, right now, at the present time, |
would give it to you.

If + past tense + simple conditional form
Finally, 30 minutes fater, when | get horﬁe, | tell my wife
(husband) what happened. | say: | saw a beggar about 30

minutes ago and | didn't have a single coin...

> 3) If 1 had had a coin, | would have given it to the
beggar.

Wirite this sentence on the board, below the previous
one, titling it “Past Conditional”, restating it orally as
follows: in the end, | didnt have a coin. That was 30
minutes ago... in the past. But, if 30 minutes ago | had
had a coin, | would have given it to the beggar

If + past perfect terise + past conditional form





Now write some present conditional sentences using the following ideas.

Eample:  pair of gloves   wear them         If I had a pair of gloves I would wear them.

1. the right ingredients   make a lasagne

2. a pair of pink shoes   not wear them

3. money     not go to work

4. right qualifications    teach at the university

5. not old enough   not drive a car

6. nearer to the station   use the metro

7. enough sleep     get up earlier

8. remembered your birthday     give you a present

9. watched the news last nigth  know about the earthquake

10. enough milk  make a milkshake
11. a microwave make some popcorn

12. a spare printer   lend it to you

13. enough space     buy a big sofa

14.  saw a job in Barcelona    apply for it

15.  a wife    not do the housework.

