[image: image1.png]28.10 | Present or 2™ conditional: more theory This fs simply to point out to your students that the verb "o be”, when it
follows “if" in the present conditional is always “were”, never ‘was”.

If ] were a rich man...

If it were true...

Many Americans say “If it was true”... “If  was as tall as you...", efc.

It is used so commonly that some people cldim it has been officially
accepted. Maybe it has, but it still sounds like peor language usage and |
insist that “were” be universal in this form.

28.11 | Present or 2™ conditional - Ask simple, straight-forward questions in the present conditional as a
warm-up. Insist on complete answers, Here are some questions fo get
you started:

If you spoke perfect English, would you come to this class?

If you were a muitimillionaire, would you continue with English?

If you won a miliion dollars, would you give me half of it?

If you were the president of Spain, would you raise taxes?

If you had 10 children, could you support them. (would you be able to...)
If | gave you a million dollars, would you thank me?

Etc.

28.12 | Present conditional (contd.) The following routine will appeér periodically throughout the rest of this
methad as a review of the present conditional and as a reinforcement of
iregular verbs and the pronunciation of regular verb endings.

it is called the “make a lagical conclusion” routine. The teacher says
something, and the student makes a logical conclusion within the present
conditional form. Example:

Teacher: | teach English because | need money.
Student:  If you didn’t need any money, you wouldn’t teach.

You may need to help the student at the beginning to get the idea of the
routine. It's a very effective drill pattem for the conditional because the
teacher’s statement doesn’t contain the conditional form... that is, the
teacher doesn’t give away part or all of the answer in the cue.

Here are more statements for a logical conclusion in the conditional:

| teach because | need money.

I'm here because I'm your teacher.

I'm tall because my father is tall.

I live in a small house because I'm not rich.

1 know you because 1 live in Spain.

I'm not rich because | don’t have a milfion dollars.

'm not famous because | can't fly like Peter Pan.
Nancy is slim because she doesn’t eat too much.

I'm not a politician because | don't like politics.

You're laoking at me because I'm talking to you.
Sarah is fat because she eats too much.

The earth is round because it's not flat.

You're here because you want to learn English.

You're listening to me because I'm your teacher.

Tony Blair is the British prime minister because he's intelligent.
The sun isn't shining because it's a cloudy day.

He’s wearing a coat because he doesn’t feel hot.

He loves her because she cooks well.

You make mistakes because your English isn't perfect.
' don't play basketball because I'm not tall.
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