BE0807D - Government (I)

Objectives


 

Learning Objectives

At the end of this lesson, you will be able to do the following:

* Discuss government

Government regulations are confusing.
Our government does a lot to promote culture.
* Complain

Do you have any complaints about your government?
As a matter of fact, I do.
 

Important Language

Vocabulary
bureaucracy - funding - agencies - health care - red tape - civil liberties - regulations - culture - taxes -laws

Expressions: Complaining (Formal)
Do you have any complaints about your government?

As a matter of fact, I do.

I hate to complain, but some bureaucrats can be unresponsive.

Is there anything that bothers you about the regulations?

I hate to mention this, but the red tape is excessive.

I don't mean to complain, but the approval process is too lengthy.

My biggest complaint is that the government doesn't do enough to promote culture.

Expressions: Complaining (Informal)
It really bugs me when politicians kiss babies.

I can't stand all the campaigning.

I hate it when the wishes of the voters are ignored.

 

Main Activity 

	
	What do you think about your government or about government in general?

Think about the following terms:
bureaucracy, agencies, red tape, regulations, taxes, funding, health care, civil liberties, culture, laws.
Tell your teacher about four complaints that you have about your government, or about government in general. Use the language from the Important Language section.


What do you think about government regulations on:

· Smoking in public places

· Recycling

· Money lending practices

· Marriage

· Military service

· The environment

How do the regulations on these things in your country compare with those in other countries?

Supplementary Material

	The British Government came under fire because young officials have been losing confidential government information.  Government laptops have been stolen from cars and even the Prime Minister lost his Blackberry while being chatted up by a Chinese lady in Shanghai! What do you think of this behaviour? What problems does this cause? Does this type of behavior happen in your country?
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