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Modal verbs

Auxiliary
May

Might
Should
Oﬁght to
Had better

Be supposed to
Beto

Must

Have to
Have got to
Wwill

Be going to

Can

Could

Uses

1.polite request
2.formal permission
3.-50% certainty

1.-50% certainty
2.polite request

1.advisability
2. 90% certainty

1.advisability
2.90% certainty

1.advisability with
threat of bad result

expectation
strong expectation

1.strong necessity
2.prohibition

1.necessity
2.lack of necessity

necessity

1.100% certainty
2.willingness
3. polite request

1.100% certainty
2. definite plan

1.ability/possibility

2.Informal permission
3.informal request
4.impossibility

1.past ability
2. polite request
3.suggestion
4.-50% certainty

Present/future Past

May I borrow...?
You may leave to buy...
He may be at the library. He might have been...

He might be at the gym. He might have been...
Might I borrow...?(rare)

I should study. I should have studied.

He should do well. He should have done well
You ought to go. You ought to have gone.
He ought to do well. He ought to have done...

You had better be on time. Uncommon

We are supposed to begin... We were supposed to...

Youaretobehereat9.  You were to be here at 9.

I must go to class today. I had to go to class.

You must not open the door.  No past

I have to go to work. 1 had to go to work.

I don’t have to go. I didn’t have to go.
I have got to go. I had to go.

He will be here at 5.

T’1l get the door.

Will you pass the beans?

He’s going to arrive at 8.
I’'m going to travel to Russia. I was going to...

I could run fast when 1
was young.

I can run fast.

You can ride my bike.
Can I ride your bike.
That can’t be true! That can’t have been true.
1 could run fast when. ..
Could I borrow that?

You could wake up earlier. You could have slept...
He could be at home. He could have been...




